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J-U VER TL SUPPLENMERT 


PICTURE STORY BOOKS 


Tworkov, Jack Aladdin 
THE CAMEL WHO TOOK A WALK $2.00 


* An ingenious and very funny twist of The House that Jack Built device, with the 
magnificent foolishness of Roger Duvoisin's illustrations. The tiger, "watching and 
thinking" in the darkness beholds the camel regally stepping down the road "to where the 
shadow of the tree falls across the road". The tiger has plans, but so do a monkey with 
a cocoanut, a squirrel with sharp teeth, and a pouncing bird. However, plans go awry 
when the camel yawns and decides to turn back. Very successful nonsense. (4/9) 


Corwtonrd arr @ Corsets, 
Harecurt; Brace 


Colby, Carroll ? 
GABBIT, THE MAGIC RABBIT $1.50 
A beautifully developed, amusing story of a magician's rabbit who concocts some 
magic business of his own. Mr. Colby has done some television illustrating, and his 
bright two-color drawings have a cartoon animation. Gabbit, yawning with boredom in the 
magician's hat, decides to enliven the show and help his kind friend, the magician. Strange 
and stranger things begin to come from the hat, mysteriously produced inside by Gabbit, 
oe the magician's show is a great success. Quality cartoon humor for a comics‘ bridge. 
(2/26) 
Beatty, Hetty Burlingame Houghton, Mifflin 
LITTLE OWL INDIAN $2.25 


* A striking picture book with a simple, satisfying story about an Indian boy and 
his brave deed. How Little Owl and his horse, White One, saved the animals of the forest 
and his village from a dreadful forest fire is concisely told in the text which is blocked 
off at the bottom of the page, to give full play to the handsome full-color pictures. The 
author uses large brilliant blocks of color in her illustrations, and occasionally dis- 
torts perspective for decorative effect. Each page is bordered in yellow, and the end 
papers are gaily designed. A spell binder for home or the "Indian phase" of the elemen- 
tary school program. (3/1) 


Little Golden Books Simon & Schuster 
each 25¢ 


Bechdolt, Jack LITTLE BOY WITH A BIG HORN illus. by Aurelius Battaglia 
*Grant, Clara Louise UKELELE AND HER NEW DOLL illus. by Campbell Grant 
THE LITTLE GOLDEN ABC illus. by Cornelius DeWitt 


If the rumbling blats of a tuba reduce your child to helpless giggles,- as is 
usually the case, little Boy with a Big Horn, will do the same, as Ollie practices his 
brassy grunts on sea and shore, and finally rescues a ship from a wreck by some foggy 
notes. Silly, bright pictures in tune with the tuba tale.... The story of a little South 
Sea island girl and her new lady doll which she found she couldn't love as much as her 
old wooden dolly, points a.charming moral. Darling pictures.... The new A BC seems to 
us far too cluttered for easy identification. (Publ.) 
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Viking 


Freeman, Lydia and Don 
CHUGGY AND THE BLUE CABOOSE $2.50 


An old-fashioned engine, a blue circus caboose, and a snowbound streamliner - 
all coupled together for a gay train tale. We were not able to see the illustrations 
which are in full color, but the story contains enough happy nonsense to please, and 
there's a happy ending when Chuggy, the old engine, rescues a streamliner from a snow 
bank, and the lonely blue caboose is called to the colors once more. Illustrated by 


Don Freeman. (April) 


Viking 


Palazzo, Tony 
FEDERICO THE FLYING SQUIRREL $2.50 


Again we have not seen the two-color pictures by the author for this delight- © 
ful squirrel tale, but Tony Palazzo's enthusiastic audience is sure to be pleased as 
they have been in the past. In this one Federico, the flying squirrel proves his worth 
by rescuing a kitten from a tree. The text chatters and crackles with movement, making 


it fun to read aloud. (April) 


Warne 


*ANIMALS FROM EVERYWHERE each $2.00 
THE NORTH POLE BEFORE LUNCH 


Webb, Clifford 


Two British imports by the author of The Story of Noah (1949-P.603). The book 


about animals should have a long life - beautifully illustrated, chatty, witty. Each ani- 


mal- and there is a large wild and domestic variety here- is discussed with solemn appre- 
ciation and lively comments. The author remarks with some regret that piglets will grow 
up to look like mother "which seems a pity"; that fowl "are not very interesting really" 
and that when a billy goat is advancing “it is best to go somewhere else as soon as pos- 
sible". All the young person needs to know in the barnyard or in the jungle. The North 
Pole Before Lunch may be too whimsical for some - the fanciful story of Jennifer and 
Michael's trip in their airplane to the North Pole, and how they returned before bath 
time. However, the lovely two-color pictures, by the author, of polar bears, Eskimos, 
dogs, seals, etc. are a joy. Cloth. (Publ.) 


BOOKS TO READ ALOUD 


Ceder, Georgiana Dorcas Abingdon-Cokesbury 
ANN OF BETHANY $2.00 


As in Ethan the Shepherd Boy the author weaves a story of a child who might 
have been involved in the events of the Bible story of the life of Jesus. The story 
here contains enough mystery and danger to appeal to even the squirming little boys in 
the back row of the Sunday school. Ann of Bethany, a little Jewish girl, hears with 
her parents of the birth of a King in Bethlehem from the three strangers mounted on 
camels who svend the night at their home. Her father goes to warn Joseph of the coming 
of Herod's spies, but it is Ann herself who warns them and holds the baby Jesus for a 
moment. Attractive format with soft, smooth decorations by Helen Torrey. (3/12) 


Driggs, Howard R. Aladdin 
PITCH PINE TALES $2.00 


Twelve fireside tales of Colonial, pioneer, and Indian adventure. Plenty of 
narrow escapes, frontier hardships, Indian wars and an abundance of brave children. Some 
of these tales may be familiar - the story of Squanto; the Bird Woman and Lewis and Clark; 
the Indians who fled from jack-o-lanterns; but the yarns gain in the spirited re-telling. 
Sure-fire for reading aloud to the Hopalong circle. Illustrations by Lorence Bjorklund 
in black and white. (4/9) 
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Jones, Dick, */lustrated by Harcourt, Brace 
PLANTONIO: THE PRIDE OF THE PLAIN $1.50 


* Flying arrows, galloping horses, and sprinting, be-feathered Indians in the live- 
ly full-page sketches by Dick Jones for the old ballad. "I'll tell you a story", the 
ballad begins, and the young hero, with his mustang, Plantonio, is chosen to ride to call 
for "aid and protection of New Mexico" as Indians are on the way. Pursued by Indians the 
brave hero and Plantonio finally reach the fort, but not in time to miss an Indian arrow 
aimed mid-center rear. Attractive format, boisterous, waggish humor. Board. (2/26) 


Scott, Sally Harcourt, Brace 
LITTLE WIENER $1.75 


Comfort for the youngster whose dog bears a bar sinister in this delightful 
story of a mongrel scamp who outwitted his blooded pals. Dumb Jumbo, the St. Bernard, 
was almost as big as an elephant, and everyone admired beautiful Lovely Lulu, the setter, 
but when Little Wiener walked by, people just laughed, he looked so funny. But Little 
Wiener was wise, and he knew all the dangers and pleasures of cat-loving ladies, babies 
with cinnamon buns and garbage cans hiding bones. The jaunty, doggy illustrations by 
Beth Krush are charming. Cloth. (2/26) ? 


Anderson, Mildred Napier Oxford 
SANDRA AND THE RIGHT PRINCE $2.50 


A delicate, traditional fairy tale with all the familiar flounces. The King 
and the royal councilors made prodigious plans to arrange a competition by which the 
royal husband of Princess Sandra would be selected. After a mishap with a dragon, import- 
ed for the purpose, Sandra decides to dictate the conditions. A test of devotion and 
constancy proves the worth of the nicest Prince, although the defeated princes cause some 
nasty complications. The illustrations by J. Paget-Fredericks are pretty, fragile, like 
the text. Some dry humor flavors the frosting. (March) 


Davis, Norman Oxford 
PICKEN'S EXCITING SUMMER $2.00 


* Another story about Picken, the little jungle boy, and his monkey, Benjie - the 
second in a captivating series. Mr. Davis has created a likeable, very real boy in Picken 
and Benjie is a child's dream of a pet. Also, as in Picken’s Great Adventure (P. 175-1950) 
the exciting adventures of Picken are never weighted down by encyclopedic regional detail. 
In this story, Picken, son of a Gambian chief in an African village, accompanies the fish- 
ermen >f the coast on a dangerous fishing trip, rescues an old man from a tiger, takes 
part in the Celebration of the Full Moon, and saves Benjie from death in a jungle fire. 
Again the lovely two-color illustrations by Winslade capture the strength and dignity of 
the jungle and its people (2/15) 


Ripley, Elizabeth, compiled by Oxford 
DOPEY DOINGS $.85 


A collection of witticisms on the "little moron" level - adored by children; 


deadly to adults. Sample: Why did the dope cross the street twice? Because he was a 
double crosser. The sketches by the author are the only possible sketches for these 


Dopey Doings. Don't say we didn't warn you. (Publ.) 














Books to Read Aloud —- continued February 15, 1951 


-100- 
Black, Mary Martin Viking 
SUMMERFIELD FARM $2.50 
* Gentle, loving stories about farm animals - perfect for reading aloud to child- q gg 
ren who love animals. This is the story of a farm in Virginia, and the animal versonali- ‘a 


ties remembered with warm affection. There was a cocky Bantam who ruled the stables, a 
nobly maternal hen, two pigs who invited themselves to tea, an adventurous rabbit, a mis- 
treated mare who recaptures her spirit when she was returned home to Virginia, an heroic 
dog, appealing ducklings, a lonely goose, and vagabond turkeys. A likeable set of humans 
too, especially Granny, stout defender of the personality demands of her animal. charges. 
Real, absorbing stories and the illustrations by Wesley Dennis will assure popularity. 


(April) 
Viking 


White, Anne H. 
THE STORY OF SERAPINA $2.50 
Another magical, semi-fantastical cat, built along the lines of Tobermory and 
Barrie's Nana. It took some time for Mrs. Salinus to accustom herself to the presence 
of Serapina in her house, although the children were delighted. Never before had there 
existed such a cat who woke the family, took in the milk, supervised baths, played ball 
and baby sat! It was embarrassing, and caused disparaging rumors as to the sanity of 
the Salinus family in the neighborhood. But Serapina,in a great and grudingly sacrifice 
to modesty, sets them straight. The bustling ,spinsterish character of Serapina is 
strongly reminiscent of other gifted beasts in literature, but this is pleasant nonsense. 


Illustrated by Tony Palazzo. (April) 


Caudill, Rebecca Winston 
UP AND DOWN THE RIVER $2.00 


More adventures of Bonnie, familiar to the readers of Jack and Jill magazine 
in which these stories appeared in condensed form. These little girl adventures, an ex- 
cellent bridge from the fantasy and animal stories to real adventures in which the child 
is introduced to other children in his literature, have a fresh, pinafore charm. Young 
readers will be glad to hear about Bonnie and Debbie again, their pets, and activities- 
selling blueing "up and down the river", hearing exciting Indian stories, raising a duck- 
ling, @ lamb and chickens, and making plans to raise money. Again the illustrations are 


by Decie Merwin. (4/2) 





EASY READING 


Goudey, Alice E. Aladdin 
THE MERRY FIDDLERS $1.75 


* We like this unusual picture book even more than Fhe Good Rain of last year. 
This is the story of the life cycle of the cricket seen through the eyes of Danny and ~ 
his mother as Danny waits patiently for the sound of the churring fiddle in the summer 
fields. The prose has a soft, swinging lilt as the story of awakening nature and the 
growth of the busy insect is unfolded. Accurate biological details, too, for the alert 
youngster. The two-color drawings by Bernard Garbutt have a fresh serenity, but we. 
wish the explanatory drawings of the cricket's anatomy were larger and clearer, to aid 
in the examination of specimens. Third year reading. (4/9) 


EIGHT TO ELEVEN - Fiction Obungdon -Coteabur 
Pack, Elizabeth Hareourt._Brece J 
SADDLE FOR HOSKIE $1.50 


* An entertaining and delightful story of a Navajo Indian boy, and his trials and 
successes in the effort to buy a beautiful saddle. Hoskie had his troubles- there was the 
handsome Mexican hand-carved saddle, waiting for him to buy it, but not only were his 
earnings not enough, but his father insisted he must go to the government school, and he 
had to give the money he had saved to help pay for the Squaw Dance to make his sick sis- 
ter well. A final horse race and a wonderful prize bring a happy ending. Hoskie is en- 
gaging in his adventures at the high-powered, brisk American school, and his experience 
of having a white boy for a friend. Authentic sketches by Manning de V. Lee. (3/12) 
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Aladdin 
LUCKY PENNY $1.75 





Justus, May 


Once more May Justus brings to her readers a friendly tale of the Tennessee 
Mountain region, in this story of an orphan boy, his friends, and adventures. Jimmy 
Greer, running away with Swanson, his mule, from mean Si Clevenger for whom he had been 
working, finds new friends in Davy Carr and his grandparents. Living with the Carrs, 
Jimmy discovers that the lucky penny Davy found did bring luck, for he is able to live 
with the Carrs, go to school, and have a "money job", as well as get rid of old Si when 
he threatens to take Samson. A pleasant story, leavened with the dignity and friendli- 
ness of the mountain people. Adequate sketches by Frederick T. Chapman. (4/9) 


Kohler, Julilly H. Aladdin 
DANIEL IN THE CUB SCOUT DEN $2.50 


A sparkling story about the men of the Cub Scout set which should find a ready 
market, since the younger branch of the Boy Scouts has been neglected lately in juvenile 
fiction. Daniel Waller, nine, was baffled by the animosity of Tom Kerney, a wealthy boy 
who always liked to have his own way, when Daniel decided to join the Cub Scouts. But 
Daniel, after being elected Denner, helps to set Tom on the right track, and learns 
something himself about the meaning of the Cub code. The author understands boys of 
this age, and has a special affection, we should guess, for explosive, earnest, and 
thoroughly engaging sprouts like Daniel. Plenty of chuckles and family doings. Lively 
sketches by R. M. Powers. (4/9) 


Beim, Jerrold Harcourt, Brace 
ACROSS THE BRIDGE $2.50 


** Mr. Beim has an extraordinary gift for vitalizing phases of juvenile emotional 
problems which few authors are willing to handle. In the first place, this story of a 
"skinny Percy" with glasses - the perennial butt of classroom snickers - may well suc- 
ceed in straightening several little backbones, and thin shoulders. Also, Mr. Beim 
makes it plain that one's parents are not infallible - that adults can grow, too, in 
understanding and humanity. When Jeff and his family moved across the bridge from his 
grandmother's neat home to a factory town across the river, he hoped that this move 
would bring magical results. Perhaps his fourteen-year-old brother Donnie would stop 
calling him girls’ names when he couldn't play all the boys' games because of his glass- 
es. Perhaps he would make a boy friend. But he found his friend turned out to be a 
girl - Tessie- in spite of the fact that once he had innocently called her a"Polack" - 

a name his mother had used disparagingly. But Jeff learns how to have pride in himself, 
helped by Tessie, a new lame friend, Sid, and his intelligent aunt and uncle. Mother 
learns something, too, about people and broadens her relations with people. A full, 
rich story which is absorbing reading. The lively sketches are by Thomas Maley. Our 
"must book" choice. (2/26) 


Hogarth, Grace Allen Harcourt, Brace 
LUCY'S LEAGUE $2.50 


The author's plan here is to expand the bridge between English and American 
children and their interests in what promises to be a likeable series. When Granny's 
invitation came to the Edwards family- Mother and Father, Lucy (9) and John (11),- to 
visit America, Lucy was determined that they should go in spite of the fact that money 
was a large problem. So Lucy's League, a secret society for Lucy and John, was inaugu- 
rated to save money. A prize, a present from Mrs. Edwards’ publisher, a position in 
America for father, and a reward for unselfishness and good behavior for Lucy make the 
trip possible. School activities, jolly friends and family fun add to the general air 
of little girl excitement. Affectionate sketches by Nora S. Unwin. (2/26) 
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ms 


Macmillan q 
THE SAUCEPAN JOURNEY $2.50 i 


Unnerstad, Edith 


A rollicking family story, with a slight mystery, from Sweden. The Larssons - eo a 
Mama and Papa, and seven children - found their living quarters in Stockholm shrinking a 
in relation to their expanding numbers, so after inheriting two handsome horses, the A 
thing to do was obviously to move to Norrkoping where Aunt Bella ran a laundry. But it oh 
is Peep, the triple-decker saucepan with a screaching whistle which Papa had invented, " 
which makes the trip a lucrative and gala affair. Mix-ups with the police, a wayward a 
horse, the capture of a thief, and the ups and downs of Peep demonstrations make 4 gay, igs 
airy tale. Illustrated by Louis Slobodkin. (4/30) 


Messner 


Eames, Genevieve Torrey 
GHOST TOWN COWBOY $2.50 

A top of the round Western with mystery attached by the author of 4 Horse to 
Remember. §teve, the young helper of Gopher Pete the prospector, yearned for the cow- 
boy's life, like the ranch life he had seen on the friendly Bar M ranch, owned by the 
Maynards. It is to the Bar M that Steve takes his calf, Whitey, after Pete patiently 
explains that he must be killed for beef; and Steve stays for some time with the friendly 
Maynards and son Ted. Ted and Steve not only uncover a uranium-pilfering plot, but also 
Steve learns of his parentage and finds a real home. A good story; plenty of authentic 
Western detail. Illustrated by Paul Brown. (April) 


Messner 


Oakes, Vanya 
WILLY WONG: AMERICAN $2.50 

The story of a young Chinese-American who has his troubles in bridging the gap 
between Old World training and the social demands of the land of the hot dog stand. Willy & | 
Wong, attending the fifth grade of a public school in San Francisco, yearns to please his j 
"100% Americar’ classmates - represented here by a horrid little oaf named Broncho - by | 
developing a way with baseball and slang. But Willy wins Broncho's respect in other ways- 
by his skill in tumbling, a project for a contest, and pride in his Chinese culture. 
Elementary but salutary. Illustrations by Weda Yap. (April) 


McCloskey, Robert Viking 
CENTERBURG TALES $2.50 


* More Homer Price adventures at last and these stories will not disappoint Mc- 
Closkey readers. Again the imaginative horse-play with extravagant adventures and Fibber 
Magee characters:- sleepy Uncle Ulysses, the sheriff who has consonant trouble; Gabby, 
the loquacious salesman; and of course, Grandfather Herc of the tall tales, and Homer, 
the cool head throughout adult distraction. A few of Grandfather's best here - the tale 
of the hopping prospector, who leaped by mistake to the top of a cliff; the town which 
had clock trouble; and the story of the barreled Indians. Also some Centerburg mishaps 
about a hexed juke box and some giant ragweed. As cockily satisfying as a chew of bubble 
gum. Author illus. (April) 


Moore, Verdine Westminster 
& Conkling, Fleur BILLY BETWEEN $2.50 | 


Another good boy earns his pony through perseverance and exemplary behavior. 
Billy Baxter, oppressed and glum in the fuss n' feathers aura of four sisters, insists 
on a hearing before the family council, which recommends a hobby to make home life more 





palatable. Billy's understanding parents are not too enthusiastic about his choice of a & 
pony for a hobby, but Billy's determination and money earning with chores and a paper 

route win him his pony and also the comradeship of his sisters. Genial, sometimes too 

adult, humor. (4/2) 
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Bowie, Walter Russell Abingdon-Cokesbury 
THE BIBLE STORY FOR BOYS AND GIRLS $2.50 


This re-telling of the life of Jesus is unusually well written with an histori- 
cal, liberal Protestant approach. The author follows very closely the Bible stories, in- 
cluding not only the four gospels concerned with Jesus and his ministry, but also the 
stories of the Apostles, the letters of Paul and Revelations. The tone is serious, but 
not solemn, never sentimental, and the miracles are given simple and reverent statement. 
Effective use is made of quotations from the Bible, with modern paraphrases of some of 
the words of Jesus. This book should find a wide Protestant audience, since the ethical 
emphasis is appropriate for all phases of religious education, and controversial inci- 
dents in the Bible are omitted or understated. Appealing format, with the full-color 
illustrations by Stephani and Edward Godwin reproduced on both sides of stiff, glossy 
paper. Bland, traditional pictures, but less saccharine than most. (3/12) 


McSpadden, J. Walker Crowell 
INDIAN HEROES $2.50 


Brief, dramatic versions of the true stories of many of our great Indians, from 
Colonial days to the time of Geronimo. Some of these stories are familiar - the tales 
about Squanto and the pilgrims;Powhatan and Pocahontas; lordly King Philip; Sitting Bull, 
the great Sioux; and Geronimo, the last of the Apaches. Other stories may be new material 
for some young readers. The author presents fairly the Indian point of view and empha- 
sizes the contribution these great Americans have made to our tradition. (Publ.) 


TWELVE TO FIFTEEN - Fiction 


Daringer, Helen Fern Harcourt, Brace 
COUNTRY COUSIN $2.50 


* Another appealing historical novel for girls by the author of Pilgrim Kate and 
Jeboie of the Creen Gate (p. 101-1950). This is the third book about the Endicott family, 
and colonial days. Susannah Endicott, leaving her Long Island home, travels in an ox cart 
to New York in 1683 to go to school. Lonely at first, living with her aunt and uncle, 
Susannah soon makes friends with Nicole, a Dutch bound girl, and Richard Page, a charming 
boy her own age. School, a party, skating, attending a horse race, and going to a grand 
reception incline Susannah's mind more favorably to New York town. Susannah is a spirited | 
heroine, and her doings absorbing. Pen sketches by Edward and Stephani Godwin. (2/26) 


Lane, Carl D. Little, Brown 
THE FIRE RAFT $2.50 


A wham-bam period adventure story about a chase on the Ohio and Mississippi 
rivers- in 1811. Sixteen year old Thad Jack, is the happiest boy in Pittsburgh when he 
is allowed to go along as hunter on Mr. Fulton's new invention, the steamboat, of which 
his father, Andy Jack, is the pilot. There are plenty of dangers in the trip on the 
New Orleans, however; not only does the river present hazards to the new boat, but there 
is crew trouble, and a wild cat and mouse game between the men of the Wew Orleans,and 
tow river thieves who had stolen cargo to dispose of. A good story, colorful river set- 
ting, and climactic action. All this and a peek at Mr. Fulton, too. (4/5) : 


Maw, Margaret Oxford 
NIKOLINE'S ACADEMY $2.75 


A slow, slow sequel to Wiholine’s Choice (1947) in which the young Danish girl 
from a greasewood prairie in the Utah of 1892, studies for the teaching profession in a 
Mormon academy. Determined to cram a lengthy teachers’ course into one year, Nikoline 
works very hard at her studies, but has time for making friends, taking on student govern- 
ment responsibilities, even going to dances and boating with attractive, serious Ray Shun- 
way. Unusual glimpses of Mormon institutions and religious practices, but the heroine's 
solid-stolid values, although admirable, cause Nikoline and her doings to appear a bit 


heavy-footed. (2/15) 
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Gale, Elizabeth Putnam | 
JULIA VALERIA $2.50 
A mystery-adventure set in ancient Rome - all about a fuella and her familia. * 


Julia Valeria, daughter of a noble commander in Gaul, moves to Rome with her aunt and 
cousin Claudia, to be with them at Claudia's bethrothal and marriage ceremonies and 
await a letter from her father which will contain the name of her future husband. How- 
ever, Julia, with a young slave boy, becomes involved in intrigue, the aim of which is 
to slander her father, obtain Julia in marriage to a man she detests, and to acquire 
knowledge dangerous to Rome. A chase and some Roman logic reveal the plot. A plaus- 
ible yarn redolent with italicized Latin words and Roman reconstructions to interest 
the yawning ranks of Latin I. Excellent supplementary reading for Latin and history. 


Illustrations by Bruno Frost. (4/13) 


Westminster 


Latham, John H. | 

LONESOME LONGHORN $2.50 | 
* The devotion of a boy for the animal he has raised; growing understanding and 

respect between father and son; and a Western setting are the appealing elements in this 

superior novel of the West. Young Purdy Cobb, alternately adoring and resenting his 

father, Big Jess, for his stern authority, learns what self-discipline and sacrifice 

mean during his trip with Big Jess and his little sister on a steer run from their Texas 

home to Wyoming. Purdy clings tenaciously to Sancho, a steer he had raised from a calf, 

as the only one who understands him. But in the fight to keep Sancho with him, Purdy 

also finds himself in some of the emergencies his father and the men of the run have to | 

face- stampedes, storms, Indian troubles, and although Sancho finally returns to hin, 

Purdy has gained a new independence and maturity. A warm-hearted boy and animal story «€ 


with a lesson in growing up. (3/19) 


Whitney, Phyllis A. Westminster 
THE ISLAND OF DARK WOODS $2.50 


A mystery adventure for very young teens, pedestrian in the light of the auth- 
or's books for older girls, notably Linda's Homecoming of last year. Laurie and Celia, 
thirteen and fourteen, uncover some niuuen branches in the family tree and investigate 
their neighbors when they visit Aunt Serena who has a house and new bookshop on Staten 
Island. The girls try to make friends with the gloomy Bennetts, next door, and with the 
help of their aunt and a juvenile author who lives nearby, unravel the secret of the 
family's mystery woman, in which their great, great grandmother, a soldier of Santa Ana, 
and a ghost story are involved. Pleasant enough, but the family skeleton could have 


more meat on its bones. (4/2) 


TWELVE TO FIFTEEN - Non-fiction 


Bethers, Ray Aladdin 
PERHAPS I'LL BE A RAILROAD MAN $1.75 


The interest in many fascinating details of railroading seems to last well into 
the nineties, and this latest career book in the series should appeal to all the men of 
the family. Again the format is suitable for younger children, but the material is 
varied and often specialized, for older readers. Rails, signals, bridges, crews, types e 
of locomotives, streamliners and other aspects of the railroad operations receive con- P 
cise and factual treatment. Simplified, explanatory diagrams by the author. (4/9) 








